Facing the ocean and having the continent
on its back, the Guangdong - Hong Kong - Macao
Greater Bay Area (Greater Bay Area), with the
estuary of the Pearl River Region as its core, is a
pivot of International routes. From as early as the
Qin and Han dynasties to the Ming and Qing
dynasties, the Pearl River Delta with Canton as
the centre has served as the important
starting point of the Maritime Silk Road.

Being the hub of international marine trade,

it has been the meeting point of Eastern

and Western civilizations, China's starting

point to the world as well as the world’s window to see
China.

Silk, from which the world started to learn about China, originated in
this country. During the Roman Empire period, it was regarded as the
most valuable luxuries and its price was equivalent to that of gold. During
the Ming and Qing dynasties, with the opening of trade routes between
the East and the West, silk was shipped to all over the globe through the
current Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area as an important
mass commodity. During this period, silver coins continuously flowed to

China, the amount of which constituted 1/2 of the world’s silver.
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Vestido de noiva Chinés
Década de 1950

Chinese wedding gown
1950s

Bay area economy has relied on and

thrived on harbours and ports, which

enjoys inherent openness. Its prosperity

and decline are highly dependent on

the international trading system, and

it also profoundly affects the international trading

system. Silk has witnessed the glory of handicraft industry and the process
of global intergration of trade in Guangdong, Hong Kong and Macao. At
present, silk embroidery skills are still being developed and inherited. Silk
embroidery skills play a positive role in shaping and enriching the cultural
connotation, enhancing the cultural soft power of the Greater Bay Area. The
Greater Bay Area shares the same ancestral roots and regional dialect, and
stays in tune with each other. The Great Bay Area is a key bridge connecting
the Maritime Silk Road from ancient to modern, and an important hub to

promote the silk trade in the world.
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Tapegaria de felicitagoes
Finais do século XX

Congratulatory tapestry
Late 20* Century
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10hoo as 18hoo, excepto s segundas-feiras

Museu de Macau (Fortaleza de N.2 Sr.* do Monte)

10:00 to 18:00, except Mondays
Macao Museum (Mount Fortress)

ARG Tel: (853) 2835 7911 E Fax: (853) 2835 8503
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O Museu de Macau oferece visitas guiadas s exposigdes tempordrias e permanentes
Macao Museum provides guided tours for temporary and permanent exhibitions

www.macaumuseum.gov.mo
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Grande Bafa Guangdong — Hong Kong — Macau e
Exportacdo de Produtos de Seda
nas Dinastias Ming e Qing
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A TALE of
THREE CITIES

Guangdong - Hong Kong - Macao Greater Bay Area &
Export of Silk Products in the Ming & Qing Dynasties
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Congratulatory tapestry
1893

R W DURERTL V@ISR 0 - TEEEARE - HIFIE
s R AR B 18T - HREEEINE - DU M R ORI = A4
TF Foifg LAk BR A B 2L, - & —HilE —E AR hoNE E SRy
fATE - SRPYJSTSCVIFELLACHE - I fEE fE A T -G8 — gtk
Fo Tt SR BRI AT

B R R - TSRS i - LR IERARBE AN -

FEFSTRRIIRF A - Wi — R R R RE B - B S H(H - DS

i

M

T 5RA 3 o BLIEE IR -t PR ST — Y E SRR B g oM
A -

AR ST A ~ AT » B RARAIBIRUR M - HoBse
EO R MBI SR - R RS SR - SRS R
T I = M T TR S A B LR - T - A
B R AE MR RR R S ST L P - Bt
WEASTLICE T SHEHR 2 ER - SR & R R
I IR, - RS S LA B AR - R
SR BT e -

AR s AR
izl
Tigela familia-rosa com padrio de arado e tecelagem

Periodo Qianlong da dinastia Qing

Famille-rose bowl with ploughing and weaving pattern
Qianlong period, Qing dynasty

De frente para o oceano e com o continente atrds de si, a Grande Bafa
Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macau (Grande Bafa), com o estudrio do Rio das
Pérolas como nticleo, tem sido um eixo das rotas internacionais. Desde as
dinastias Qin e Han até as dinastias Ming e Qing, o Delta do Rio das Pérolas
com Cantio no seu centro, tem servido como importante ponto de partida
da Rota Maritima da Seda. Por ser um centro de comércio maritimo
internacional, tornou-se o ponto de encontro das civilizagées Oriental e
Ocidental, o ponto de partida da China para sair para o mundo ¢ também a
janela pela qual o mundo entrevia a China.

A seda, a partir da qual o mundo comegou a conhecer a China, teve
aqui a sua origem. Durante o periodo do Império Romano, era considerado
o artigo de luxo mais valioso e o seu preco era equivalente ao do ouro.
Durante as dinastias Ming e Qing, com a abertura das rotas comerciais entre
o Oriente e o Ocidente, a seda foi enviada para todo o mundo através da
actual Grande Baia Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macau como mercadoria
principal. Durante este perfodo as moedas de prata flufam continuamente

para a China, chegando a acumular metade da prata a nivel mundial.
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Tingimento ¢ Enrolamento de Seda
Thomas Allom
Meados do século XIX

Dyeing and Winding Silk
Thomas Allom
Middle 19t Century

A economia da drea da bafa
baseou-se e prosperou em portos
grandes e pequenos, que operavam
em regime aberto por ineréncia. A
sua  prosperidade e  declinio
dependiam muito do sistema de
comércio internacional e, por sua
vez, também o  afectavam
profundamente. A seda  foi
testemunha da gléria da industria
de artesanato e do processo de
integragio global do comércio em

Guangdong, Hong Kong e Macau. Actualmente, as técnicas de bordado
em seda ainda estdo a ser herdadas e desenvolvidas e desempenham um
papel positivo na formacio e no enriquecimento das conotagées culturais,
reforcando o poder dissuasor cultural da Grande Bafa. A Grande Baia
partilha as mesmas raizes ancestrais e o dialecto regional, o que mantém a
sintonia entre as suas partes. A Grande Bafa ¢ uma ponte essencial que liga
o antigo ¢ 0 moderno da Rota Maritima da Seda e um importante centro

para promover o comércio da seda no mundo.



